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18.—Crude Marriage Bates of Various Countries in Recent Years. 
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Subsection 2.—Divorces. 

For many years subsequent to Confederation the number of divorces granted 
in Canada was very small, 1883, with 13 divorces, being the first year in which 
the number attained two figures, while 1903, with 21 divorces, was the record 
year up to that time. Thereafter the numbers grew more rapidly, 1909 showing 
51 divorces and 1913, the last pre-war year, 60 divorces. This number was, how­
ever, less than one per 1,000 of the marriages contracted in Canada in these 
years. 

The effect of the war was to increase very greatly the number of divorces 
granted in Canada. The causes may be found in the generally unsettling psycho­
logical effect of the war period, and the long separations between men on active 
service and their wives. The provision of new facilities for divorce is also to be 
considered; owing to a decision of the British Privy Council, divorces in the 
Prairie Provinces have, subsequently to 1918, been granted by the courts of these 
provinces, so that Ontario and Quebec have since then been the only provinces 
in which the applicant for divorce must secure a special Private Act of Parlia­
ment. In 1930, however, an Act of the Dominion Parliament (20-21 Geo. V, 
c. 14) gave jurisdiction in divorce cases to the Supreme Court of Ontario. 

The above-mentioned causes have tended to produce the recent increase in 
the numbers of divorces granted in Canada, which have grown from 114 in 1918 
to 785 in 1928, 816 in 1929 and 875 in 1930, these numbers being those of final 
decrees, which alone really constitute divorces. More divorces were granted 
in 1930 alone than in the 46 years from 1868 to 1913. The statistics of divorces 
granted in the years from 1901 to 1930 inclusive will be found in Table 19. (For 
divorces in each year prior to 1901 see the 1921 Year Book, p. 825.) 


